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SPECIAL EDITION No. 4. 

The “Tees Tyne Pullman” 

 
 
 

 
© J. Wat Collection / J. W. Armstrong Photographic Collection / Richard Barber. 

 
The “Up” Tees Tyne Pullman hauled by an A4 No. 60019 BITTERN South of Darlington 

The photograph will be post Spring 1961 when the new BR Mk1 Pullman Cars were allocated. 
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THE “TEES TYNE PULLMAN” 
 
Between 1928 and 1948 Darlington and Newcastle were served by one Pullman service of note  
“The Queen of Scots Pullman.” Alas the service did not serve the needs of the Northeast Business 
sector, with departure for London in mid to late afternoon and return service with a near lunch time 
departure from Kings Cross. 
 
Concern was raised by the Pullman Car Company (PCCo) following the London North Eastern Railways 
(LNER) introduction in 1935 of the all new A4 hauled “Silver Jubilee” service to Newcastle which was 
then followed by in 1937 with the all new “Coronation” service with the unique beaver tailed 
observation coach. Both these services ran via Doncaster and York to which the “Queen of Scots” 
Pullman had no chance of bettering its timed schedule as it ran via the circular route leaving the East 
Coast Main Line (ECML) at Doncaster and then via Leeds, Harrogate, and Ripon before rejoining the 
East Coast Main Line south of Northallerton. 
 
The PCCo in 1938 prepared designs for a set of new cars for the ECML services with unique bogies of 
double-bolster design and underframe construction which would give higher speeds and more comfort. 
The design would mean the return to the pre 1928 wooden frame and steel bodied construction 
techniques.  
 
The order being placed with The Birmingham Railway Carriage & Wagon Company (BRC&WCo) of 
Smethwick in 1939 for the construction of seven cars. Work commenced on construction in 1939 but 
was ceased with the declaration of the Second World in early September of 1939. Alas the LNER and 
later Eastern Region (ER) of British Railways (BR) would never see these cars operating Pullman 
services. 
 
The seven cars were finally completed by the BRC&WCo in 1951 and the PCCo located these cars to the 
“Golden Arrow” service in June of that year. The seven cars consisted of three Kitchen Firsts - AQUILA, 
ORION, CARINA, three Parlour Firsts PERSEUS, CYGNUS, HERCULES and one Bar Car PEGASUS. 
At this moment in time, it is not known if the names allocated in 1951 would have been those allocated 
to the LNER Pullman operations of 1940. If this had been so, then the famed HADRIAN BAR would have 
been PEGASUS. 
 
With cars out of operational service for 6 years (1939 - 1945) and following storage of the cars the 
PCCo Workshops at Preston Park at Brighton and the nearby Southern Railways Lancing Carriage & 
Wagon workshops commence restoration work on the Pullman car fleet. 
The first post war service being the “Golden Arrow” April 15th, 1946. 
 
On the LNER the first service to return was the “Yorkshire Pullman” on November 9th, 1946.  
The service was again withdrawn in March of 1947 due to the severe winter weather and the shortage 
of coal being available. It was not until October 1947 that the “Yorkshire Pullman” service returned to 
operation. Not until July 5th, 1948, was the next service to return this being the “Queen of Scots”. 
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   ©Doug Lindsay Collection. 
 

Newcastle Central Station September 27th, 1948. 
The inaugural “Up” working of the “Tees Tyne Pullman” awaits departure with Class A1 No.60115. 

 
On September 27th, 1948, saw the introduction of all new “Tees Tyne Pullman” service. 
The “Up” working departing Newcastle upon Tyne at 9am and Darlington at 9.51am, with arrival at 
London Kings Cross at 2.16pm. 
The “down” working departed Kings Cross at 5.30pm, arriving at Darlington at 9.57pm and Newcastle 
upon Tyne at 10.50pm. 
Worked in both directions by a Heaton engine throughout, but the initial trips, and many subsequent 
ones, were worked by A1 60115 (GHD), on loan to Heaton pending arrival of 60116 there. 
The inaugural train consisted of eight Pullman cars only; third class CAR Nos. 58, 62, 166, 148 and   
first class Eunice, Ursula and Octavia and The Hadrian Bar.  
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                                        © Both Doug Lindsay Collection. 
 

The inaugural “Tees Tyne Pullman” service with attendant Harry Best at the Bar. 
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© Doug Lindsay Collection. 
 

Attendants Harry Best & Harry Reeves on the inaugural “Tees Tyne Pullman”. 
  
 
1952 September 24th Formation: 

 

62 58 Juana Fingall 106 Lucille 167 248 

B K P K K P K GP 

 
1952 December 24th. 
 
The service suffered some form of mishap on December 24th and consisted of ex-LNER and BR ordinary coaching 
stock on the “down” working only. 
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1953 Coronation Day June 2nd.  
 
The Tees Tyne Pullman service did not operate, but instead it ran overnight. Departing Newcastle upon 
Tyne at 11.48pm (June 1st), Darlington 00.53am, York 01.19am and arrival at Kings Cross at 05.34am. 
the return service departing Kings Cross at 4.45pm with arrival at York at 8.06pm, Darlington 8.54pm 
and Newcastle upon Tyne 9.41pm.     
 
 

 
© J. W. Armstrong Photographic Collection / Richard Barber. 
  

A4 Pacific No.60013 at Croft Spa with the “Up” “Tees Tyne Pullman” on July 4th, 1953. 
 
The lad porter Ken Appleby at Croft Spa Station at this time, advised the following with regard to the 
image above. “The guard on the train to Kings Cross thought he had a hot box and stopped the train 
just after leaving Darlington. The passengers being de-trained at Croft Spa, while 60013 shunted the 
second car into the horse dock at Croft”. 
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Known Formations: 
 
Type of Pullman Cars 
 
B     – Brake. 
K     – Kitchen. 
P     – Parlour.  
Bar – Hadrian Bar. 
 
Cars identified by a name being First-Class. 
Cars identified by a number being Third-Class later Second-Class 
 
1954. 
 
EUNICE (P), IONE (K), URSULA (P), THE HADRIAN BAR, CAR No. 58 (K), CAR No. 62 (B), CAR No. 81 (K), 
209 (B). 
 
1954 March 11th Formation: 

 

63 Adrian Lucille Hadrian Bar Joan Ursula 32 209 

B K P Bar K P K B 

 

1954 April 26th Formation: 
 

63 Adrian Rosemary 82 Ione Ursula 58 209 

B K   K P K B 

 

1954 May 10th Formation: 
 

176 70 Adrian Eunice 82 Ione Ursula 58 209 

B  K P  K P K B 

 

1954 June 10th Formation: 
 

62 81 Eunice Hadrian Bar Ione Ursula 58 209 

B K P Bar K P K B 

 

1954 July 10th Formation:  
 

209 81 Adrian Hadrian Bar Cynthia Lydia 58 245 

B K K Bar K K K B 
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1955 November 8th Formation: 
 

162 Nilar Lucille 32 Phyllis Agatha 167 62 

B K P K K P K B 

 
 

 
 © T. Bye Archive. 

The “Tees Tyne Pullman” at Tollerton. 
The new era of Pullman Service on the East Coast Mainline. 

 
 
 

 

1961 January 16th. 
 
New Mk1 Pullman cars introduced on the “Tees Tyne Pullman” at this moment in time this does not 
include the new HADRIAN BAR. 
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 © Doug Lindsay Collection. 
 

Hadrian Bar Tariff - March 1963. 
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1961 February 13th. 
 
The new BR Mk1 HADRIAN BAR enters service.  
The original HADRIAN BAR being relocated to the Southern Region (SR) of British Railways and then 
sold to the Southern Region for use on London Southampton boat trains.  
Allocated the BR SR number S7879S and repainted SR Green. 
 
 
1964: 
 
Train:                                     1st Class Covers:              2nd Class Covers:   
 
“Tees Tyne Pullman”.                    108.              144.  
 
 
1965 April 10th. 
 
Following the restoration work undertaken on Alan Pegler’s A3 No.4472 FLYING SCOTSMAN by Darlington 
Works. Alan Pegler hires the Tees Tyne Pullman set which includes EUNICE, FALCON, HADRIAN BAR,  
CAR No. 349, 336, 72, HERON and ex-Devon Belle Observation car. 
The formation ran from Darlington to Peterborough, then onto Sleaford, Doncaster to Darlington.  
 
 
1965 April 12th.  
 
Train:  1st K: 1st P: Bke: 2nd K: 2nd P: Bke:    Bar:    Totals:
  
“Tees Tyne Pullman”.                              3.   2.   -     2.   -             2.      1.        10. 
 
A. CAR No.346  Kitchen  1960 
B. EMERALD FX Parlour First 1960 
C. CAR No.349  Parlour Second 1960 
D. STORK FO Kitchen Leading 1960 
E. HADRIAN BAR    1960 
F. HERON  Kitchen Trailing 1960 
G. TOPAZ  Parlour First 1960 
H. RAVEN  Kitchen Leading 1960 
J. CAR No.336  Kitchen Trailing 1960 
K. CAR No.72  Brake  1928 
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1965 November 26th. ,  
 
Noted passing Peterborough North with the “Tees Tyne Pullman”. 
Locomotive D9005. 
CAR No. 67. 
CAR No. 337. 
Raven. 
Opal. 
Heron. 
Hadrian Bar. 
Robin. 
 
 

 
© John Boyes Collection / J. W. Armstrong Photographic Collection / Richard Barber. 
 

D1511 passing milepost forty-six located North of Darlington. 
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                      © Doug Lindsay Collection. 
 

April 1964 Menu. 
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1967 January.  
 
“Tees Tyne Pullman” Formation (MS 01-2007). 
 
Car A -  Leads from KX - Second Kitchen (Kitchen leading/North) 
Car B -  First Parlour (Fridays Excepted) 
Car C -  Second Parlour (Fridays Only) 
Car D -  First Kitchen (Kitchen leading/North) 
Car E -  Second Parlour/Bar (Bar end leading/North) 
Car F -  First Kitchen (Kitchen trailing/South) 
Car G - First Parlour 
Car H -  First Kitchen (Kitchen leading/North) 
Car J -  Second Kitchen (Kitchen trailing/South) 
Car K -  Second Kitchen (Kitchen leading/North) 
BG 
 
1969 May. 
 
The HADRIAN BAR and all second-class Pullman cars are withdrawn from operational use within the  
“Tees Tyne Pullman”. 
The HADRIAN BAR is to be relocated to the London Midland Region to replace the present “Nightcap Bar” 
(formerly Pullman car PEGASUS) on the “Night Limited” Glasgow to Euston service.  

 
 
1969 July 23rd.  
 
The “down” 5pm “Tees Tyne Pullman” hauled by 9015 TULYAR was derailed at Sandy by a buckled continuous 
welded rail. 
The train formation of eleven vehicles of which five were Pullman cars split between the third and fourth leading 
coach and again between the fifth coach and first Pullman car in the formation. 
9015 and E5048 remained upright and on the track, the rest of the train formation was derailed of which E319 
(SNIPE) and E81491 over-turned, eleven passengers were taken to hospital, the formation consisted: - 
9015 TULYAR, E5048 TSO, E5006 TSO, E5059 TSO, E5061 TSO, E1669 RB,  
E319 (SNIPE)KF, E313 (FINCH) PF, E329 (PEARL(II)) FP, E326 (EMERALD(II)) KF, E321 (SWIFT) KF, E81491 BG.  
 
All the Pullman cars were moved by rail to York Carriage & Wagon Workshops arriving on July 30th. The Works 
was closed at this time for annual holidays and re-opened on August 4th. 
The original schedule for twenty-four working days for repair work to be completed was for all the cars to be 
returned to Newcastle Heaton Depot by Friday August 22nd. In fact, the cars took between 3 weeks and 3 months 
to return to traffic. 
E321 (SWIFT)   August 22nd. 
E326 (EMERALD(II)) August 26th. 
E313 (FINCH)  August 30th. 
E319 (PEARL(II))  October.  
E319 (SNIPE)   December 12th. 
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1970 January. 
 
Griddle Club on “Tees Tyne Pullman”. 
 
The Eastern Region has introduced a Griddle Car to the “Tees Tyne Pullman” to assist in restoring the club 
atmosphere formerly enjoyed in the Hadrian Bar Pullman and used by businesspeople unofficially for meetings 
on journeys between London and Newcastle.  
In 1969 second class Pullmans were withdrawn, and a buffet car was provided for catering in the second-class 
accommodation. The Griddle Car combines a lounge at one end, a small kitchen, and a buffet saloon seating 
eighteen. 
 
1972. 
 
ECML Pullman services allocated motifs to identify each service; these will be in the form of steward’s lapel 
badges, window stickers, menu covers and ticket barrier boards. 
 

 
                                        © T. Bye. 
 
                                                                            Stewards Lapel Badge. 
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1974 August 1st.  
 
Train formation noted E319E (SNIPE), E319E (HERON) and E325 (AMETHYST). 
 
 
1976 April 30th.  
 
Final run of the “Tees Tyne Pullman”. 
 

 
© Ian S Carr / R. Barber. 
 

April 30th, 1976, the final ‘Up’ working of the “Tees Tyne Pullman” departs Durham 
hauled by Class 55 Deltic No. 55005"THE PRINCE OF WALES'S OWN REGIMENT OF YORKSHIRE" 
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The Hadrian Bar Story. 
 
Following the success of the “TRIANON BAR” within the Golden Arrow service, the new “Tees-Tyne Pullman” was 
allocated a bar car and given the name “THE HADRIAN BAR”. 
The car allocated the name was not a new in 1948, but in fact was originally S/No.211 CAR No.59 and built 1928 
as a Kitchen.  
1930, the car was rebuilt to a Dining Car and relocated to Scotland.  
During the Second World War the car was leased to the LNER during 1942 to 1946 and became LNER No.493. 
 
1948, rebuilt at the Preston Park Works of the PCCo at Brighton to a Bar Car and allocated the identity of  
CAR No.59 “THE HADRIAN BAR”.  Remaining in service until 1961, when the all new Mk1 designed Pullman Car 
 “THE HADRIAN BAR” entered service.  
CAR No.59 was then sold by the Pullman Car Company to the Southern Region, who repainted the car Green, 
branded “BUFFET”, and allocated the identity of S7879S. 
Allocated to Boat Train duties mainly Waterloo to Southampton and return, finally withdrawn in 1966 and 
scrapped. 

The Tees Tyne Pullman Pre-1960 Car History. 
 

  

Schedule 
Number 
(1960): 

Running Name or 
Running Number: 

Date: Description: Type: Builder: Remarks: 

186 Car No. 58. 7/1925. Kitchen. K. Midland 
C&W. 

Withdrawn 1962.  
Converted to Camping 
Coach  SC49. 

189 Car No. 31. 8/1926. Kitchen. K. Birmingham 
C&W. 

Withdrawn 1963. 

209 Car No. 209. 1927. Brake 
Parlour+. 

K. Midland 
C&W. 

1927-1948 NIOBE(II) Parlour 
First. 
Renamed NIOBE October 
1959. 
Withdrawn by 1967. 

214 THE HADRIAN BAR. 1928. Bar 
Counter. 

K. Midland 
C&W. 

1928- c1930 Car No.59 
Kitchen Third. c1930 – 1948 
Dining Car. 
Sept 1948 became Car 
No.59 The Hadrian Bar. 
1961 sold to BR (SR) 
transferred to SR. Repainted 
green and branded ‘Buffet’ 
allocated the number 
S7879S. 

216 Car No. 61. 1928. Kitchen 
Third. 

K. Midland 
C&W. 

1962 allocated the name 
‘THAMES’ for the BR (WR) 
Blue Pullman standby train 
(Wells Fargo). Withdrawn by 
1966.  
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Note: 
 
Guards Parlour Parlour car with handbrake wheel in one end vestibule, with a guard’s tip-up seat and ‘GUARD’ 
painted on the vestibule doors. 
 
+ Brake Parlour Parlour car with luggage van, handbrake, and seat for guard inside van (known as brake parlour). 
 
All vehicles “K” type, matchwood sides below windows, Body side Plating over the matchwood undertaken on . 
CAR No. 31 undertaken in 1960 & CAR No. 61 undertaken by 1960. 
 
 

The InterCity 125 Reprise of the “Tees Tyne Pullman”. 
 
1985 September 27th.  
 
At Newcastle Central station Frank Paterson BR Eastern Region General Manager pulled the trigger of a 
starting pistol to commence the record-breaking run of the re-launched “Tees Tyne Pullman”.  
The attempt was almost thwarted by an overnight signalling cable theft at Chester-Le-Street but 
repairs were completed just in time.  
 

 
© Paul Clark. 
 

1985 September 27th, just south of Grantham station. 
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The InterCity 125 set being shortened set and consisted for the run:-  
 
43038 - IC 125 Power Car (DMB). 
41065 - IC125 Trailer First (TF).  
40505 - IC 125 Trailer Restaurant Unclassed Kitchen (TRUK). 
41066 - IC125 Trailer First (TF).  
40734 IC125 Trailer Buffet First (TRFB). 
43158 - IC 125 Power Car (DMB). 
 
With special authorisation to exceed permanent speed restrictions along the route the train reached a 
maximum speed of 144 mph at Essendine on the descent of Stoke bank between Grantham and 
Peterborough. At the time this was the world record speed for diesel rail traction and the highest 
speed for a passenger carrying train in the United Kingdom. 
The journey to Kings Cross, 268.6 miles, was completed in a record 2 hours, 19 minutes, and 37 
seconds. A top speed of 145 mph was achieved and the average for the run was 115.4 mph.  
The medallion was presented to those who had a hand in this great achievement.  
 

 
                          © NRM. 
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1985 September 30th.  
 
The “Tees Tyne Pullman” service was relaunched thirty-seven years since the inaugural  
“Tees Tyne Pullman” departed Newcastle Central Station for London Kings Cross and nine years since 
the service was withdrawn on April 30th, 1976. (The service was originally the Newcastle Executive). 
 
 

 
© T. Bye Collection. 
 
The IC 125 set allocated to the “Tees Tyne Pullman” service being identified by the fitting of a metal 
plate within the toilet window as per the above photograph and being removable when the IC 125 
set was allocated to other ECML services especially on Saturday and Sunday’s.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                     

 

Pullman Car Services-Archive - Special Edition No. 4 - The “Tees Tyne Pullman” - Issue 5 - July 2023 
“Information is for sharing and not gathering dust” 

Page 20 of 23 

 

1991 July 5th. 
 
The final “Tees Tyne Pullman” service to Newcastle and IC 125 operation of the 17.30 Kings Cross to 
Newcastle “Tees Tyne Pullman” with power car leading 43113 and Trailing 43097 arrived at Darlington 
31 minutes late.  
(As of Monday July 8th, the “Tees Tyne Pullman” service was electric hauled and also  extended to 
Edinburgh). 
 

 
                                   © T. Bye 
 

IC 125 Power Car No. 43113 stands at Darlington Platform 4  
prior to departure with the final “Tees Tyne Pullman” to Newcastle. 



                                                     

 

Pullman Car Services-Archive - Special Edition No. 4 - The “Tees Tyne Pullman” - Issue 5 - July 2023 
“Information is for sharing and not gathering dust” 

Page 21 of 23 

 

1991 July 8th. 
 
The official East Coast Main Line Electrification services commence on the completion of the final 
section of the electrification from Doncaster to Edinburgh and Glasgow. 
 

 
©T. Bye. 
 

Monday July 8th, 1991, the Up Main Line at Darlington with DBV No. 82220 leading the inaugural 
07.00 Newcastle to Kings Cross the “Newcastle Pullman”. 
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© T. Bye. 
 

July 15th, 1991, Darlington Station the 17.00 Kings Cross to Edinburgh “Tees Tyne Pullman”. 
 
Information Sources. 
 
Without research and the assistance of the named individuals, publications, internet and archives this 
document would not have been possible, my sincere thanks to all. 
 
Individuals. 
The following individuals have contributed to my research to produce this document. 
Richard Barber. 
Doug Lindsay. 
J. Wat Collection. 
John Boyes Collection. 

Paul Clark. 
 
Publications. 
During my research I sourced information from the following publications: - 
British Rail 1985 Motive Power Combined Volume - Ian Allan ABC - ISBN 0 7110 1531 7. 
Locomotive & Coaching Stock 1988 - Platform 5 - ISBN 0 906579 78 3. 
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Internet. 
The following inter-net-based resource have greatly assisted in my research. 
National Railway Museum, York. 
 
Archives. 
Pullman Car Services-Archive. 
J. W. Armstrong Photographic Collection. 
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