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Cover Photograph.

The final down working of the Bournemouth Belle is captured on the down through at
Pokesdown station with D1924 at the head on 9™ July 1967

Class 47 - D1924 was renumbered under the TOPS scheme to 47655 then 47810).

Photograph supplied by SOUTHERN-IMAGES. PO Box 218, Alton, Hants. GU34 9AA
www.southern-images.co.uk

Editorial:

Welcome to Coupe News No: 53.
This is your free newsletter of Pullman related news and material.

My thanks to those readers who have supplied articles and photographs which have
been included within this edition.

All I ask of you for the time | spend in production is for you to forward on, either by e-
mail or printing a copy, to any one you may know who will be interested.

Information Required.

Your editor will welcome information on the Pullman car located on your local
preserved railway or in use as a static Restaurant, for inclusion within your Coupe
News and the Pullman Car Services Archive.

Whilst you are out either on holiday or a day out news on any car seen will be most
welcome for addition within your newsletter.

Information is for sharing - not gathering dust.....

If you have any material for inclusion in No.54, please forward by
July 29™.

Coupe News No.54 will be published on August 1%,


http://www.southern-images.co.uk
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Editorial Address:

Have you missed a copy of Coupe News, or changing your e-mail address, or wish to
be removed from the mailing list.
Please e-mail to the address below with your request, it's as simple as that.

Terry Bye
Pullman Car Services
Email: pullmancarservices@yahoo.co.uk

Editors note to the readership.

Coupe News is published on the first of every month, and it appears some readers do
not receive copies as published for one reason or another.

| do get bounce backs advising that an e-mail address no longer exists or the mail box
full.

In the future if by the 5™ of each month your copy fails to arrive, please e-mail me and
| will forward to you the missing edition.

If for any reason a publication date can not be met, | will advise the readership.
Thanks

Terry


mailto:pullmancarservices@yahoo.co.uk
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We now remember the Pullman car that was allocated the same schedule number as
this edition of Coupe News.

Schedule No: 53.

Name: ORPHEUS.

Type of Car: Kitchen.

Into Service: January 1914.

Builder: Cravens Limited at Sheffield.
Tare: 40t.

Covers: 16.

1936 July. Rebuilt as Composite car with 12 first and 16 third covers.
c1950. Rebuilt to First Class car at PCCo Workshops at Preston Park, Brighton.
Withdrawn: 1960.

Converted to Pullman Camping Coach BR(E) No.CC164.
Located Felixstowe Town June 30" 1960 to 1965.

Broken-up by A. King & Son Ltd at Wymondham.

FINAL CALL - Hartlepool Model Rail Exhibition.

Saturday & Sunday July 14™ & 15™ 10.00am — 5.30pm on both days.
Manor College of Technology, Owton Manor Lane, Hartlepool.
Admission: Adult £3.50, Child/Senior Citizen £2.50 & family (2+2) £8.00.

Supported by Hornby Digital Command Control & Model Rail Magazine.

The Model Rail DCC Forum.

Simon Kohler — Hornby.

David Nicholson — ZTC Controls.

John Russell — Bromsgrove Models.

Chris Town — Digitrains.

For a special evening by ZTC on DCC (Saturday 14™) log onto
www.feedback-manorcollegeof technology.co.uk

Advance bookings essential for this evening.

over 25 layouts in z, n, HO, HOn3, EM, 00 and O gauges covering USA, Canada,
Japan, Greece, Austria, Germany and the UK.
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DORIS — David Jones.

David Jones — Update.

A 240 volts mains socket has been fitted under the footstep at the south end for a
shore line so that the lighting can be used.

Following an appeal for circuit diagrams we were pleased to receive copies of the
heating and kitchen arrangements from David Lowther, who bought sister Car
‘Audrey’ from British Railways upon withdrawal in 1972.

Thanks are due to David for providing these drawings.

We still need the lighting diagrams, but we can probably trace these through,
although there have been additions made to ‘Doris’ for use at Finsbury Park in the
shape of additional 13 amp sockets under the tables.

It is intended that ‘Doris’ will be open to the public over the weekend of the
Collectors Fair, July 21/22 probably on Platform 1 at Horsted Keynes Station when
members of the Pullman Society will be on hand.
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Look Back At Pullman.

1882 — July 125 Years AQo.

July 1%,

July 10™.

Following transfer from the Midland Railway operations Pullman car
S/No.72 JUPITER enters service on the London Chatham & Dover
Railway.

Allocated to the inaugural “Dover Pullman Car Boat Train Express”.

The down working departing Victoria at 10.00am for Dover Pier.

The returning up working departing at 3.30pm.

The service was reported as moderately successful, but ceased
operation on July 31st 1884.

JUPITER was then transferred in August 1884 to The London Brighton &
South Coast Railway.

Pullman car conversions from original Parlour cars to cars with Buffet
faciliies DELMONICO (ex LEO), WINDSOR (ex BRITANNIA) have been
allocated to the following services: -

(). 5pm London St.Pancras to Liverpool Central via Manchester.

(if). 4.05pm Liverpool Central via Manchester to London St.Pancras.

1927 — July 80 Years Ago.

July 17",

Inaugural “Harrogate Sunday Pullman”.

1957 — July 50 Years AgQo.

July 27",

Noted at Southampton Central the down “Bournemouth Belle” consisting
of twelve unrecorded cars at 1.58 — 2.03pm, also the up working at 5.15
— 5.19pm. Both workings hauled by Merchant Navy Pacific N0.35018.

1967 — July 40 Years AQo.

July 9™

July.

The final working of the “Bournemouth Belle”.

Horwich Works undertake modification work on an unknown Pullman car
from the Southern Regions “Golden Arrow” service. This is the first
Pullman car at the works. .
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Preservation News.

LILIAN Goes to the Show — David Jones

The Bluebell Railway always has a stand at the South of England Agricultural Society
Show at the Showground just north of Ardingly held over the second weekend of June
each year, and for 2007 it was decided to enhance the display and take along a
Pullman Car. Consideration was given to using ‘DORIS’ but it was deemed to be more
satisfactory to use one of the Cars already in traffic so ‘LILIAN’ was taken instead.

D.Jones

Allely’s low loader, with driver Dave, arrived at Sheffield Park Station on Monday June
4™ and quickly loaded the Pullman ready for transportation to the showground, but
upon arrival the ground allocated was deemed too soft so a new higher location next
to the Flower Marquee was identified by the organisers, and proved satisfactory. A
one way system through ‘LILIAN’ was arranged with blue plastic overshoes being
provided to visitors so that any mud or worse would not be trodden into the carpet.
This proved to be an excellent idea with many complimentary comments from visitors
who felt that the Bluebell certainly look after such vehicles to go to these lengths.
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D.Jones

A steady stream of visitors took advantage of being able to view the inside of a
Pullman Car over the three days of the show, June 7, 8 and 9 with numerous bookings
both for the Golden Arrow and the new Victorian Picnic trains being taken.

Most were surprised that this was a third class Car so photos of FINGALL were shown
from the new Golden Arrow booklet which was launched at this event and sold well.

LILIAN’ was staffed by a team of five plus a further two in the adjacent marquee, all
dressed in Pullman uniforms and able to answer any questions about Pullmans and
about the Bluebell, especially the extension to East Grinstead which has just been
given the go-ahead and was the subject of much interest.

The stand gained two prestigious awards, the South of England Show Trade Stand
Competition Winner 2007, and First Prize in the HSBC ‘Taste of Sussex Trophy 2007’
which was most pleasing.
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The Pullman returned to Sheffield Park the following Monday ready to go back into
Golden Arrow service, its place having being taken in the meantime by the LNWR

semi-Royal saloon.
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D.Jones

Flying Scotsman North America Tour — Ex-British Rail Coaching Stock.

Still no news as yet on the coaches and what has become of them or if they still exist.
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RAILWAY

Devon Belle Car 14 Update

The Swanage Railway Trust
Swanage Station,

Station Approach,
Swanage,

Dorset.

BH19 1HB

Telephone: 01929 425800
Fax: 01929 426680

Website: www.swanagerailwaytrust.org.uk

Since arriving at Southampton in February, restoration of Car 14 has moved on apace
at Ramparts of Derby, with much work being completed on the body and underframe.

A replacement door, salvaged from Pullman Car 181 LATONA many years ago
coincidentally by Rampart proprietor Paul Ramsden, has generously been donated to

the project by SR member Andy Vincent.

At the time of writing (mid-June) we have spent approximately £20,000 on the
restoration of Car 14, with an expectation of spending the same again on the bogies,
the electrics and the Pullman livery. We have now reached the stage where there is
just one major task ahead that we have yet to decide how to tackle — the seats.


http://www.swanagerailwaytrust.org.uk
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The donated door and Schedule Number plate from LATONA.

cAndy Vincent
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Very simply, we need to turn this...............into this..........

Since Car 14 arrived back in the UK, we have been exploring our options for the
seats. We have been fortunate to have been able to secure access to Car 13 on the
Paignton & Dartmouth Railway which still has the original seats installed, albeit not in
the original positions.

| would like to express my thanks to them and to lvan Godfrey for arranging this. We
now have three quotes - £15,000, £48,000 and £75,000 for commercially
manufactured seats to the original design.

We have also looking at the possibility of making them ourselves and | am grateful to
Bob Curtis for his exploration of this option. This would certainly be cheaper but
realistically will take much longer to complete and impact other important projects the
C&W team are currently working on, such as the Bulleid brake 4365.

After much careful consideration of all the options and the details of the bids, the view
of the team is therefore that the middle commercial option - £45,000 — is the right way
to go, if the money can be found.

The original seating layout provided just 24 seats. We believe that we can increase
this to 32 recognising that our passengers will not occupy them for as long as they did
on the original ‘Devon Belle'.

We are therefore looking for 32 sponsors (or sponsorship groups) willing to contribute
£1500 per seat place to this project.

The names of the seat sponsors will be displayed on a seating diagram in Car 14 and
each will be invited to travel on the car’s inaugural service on the Swanage Railway.

We recognise that the contribution of such a sum is not an option for most people, but
the opportunity does still exist to help with the other restoration costs, which the Trust
is meeting from its general funds.
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If you are able to help complete the restoration of Car 14, either through a seat
sponsorship or a donation to general funds, please send this to the Treasurer (Devon
Belle Appeal), Swanage Railway Trust at the above address. Many thanks for your
support.

éfeve Doaghty
Deputy Chairman
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Cheques should be made payable to the Swanage Railway Trust (Devon Belle Fund),
and sent to the Swanage Railway Trust, Station House, Swanage, DORSET, BH19
1HB. Donations may also be made via the Trust's website at
http://www.swanagerailwaytrust.org.uk/appeals/index.htm. Please tick here....

if you have completed a Gift Aid form or here.....if you would like one sent to you. In
the event that the objectives of the project cannot be realised, funds raised will be
reallocated to other projects.

THE SWANAGE RAILWAY TRUST Station House, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 1HB.
Tel: 01929 425800  Fax: 01929 426680 Website: www.swanagerailwaytrust.org,.uk

Registered charity no. 1087318.
Registered in England and Wales as company limited by guarantee no. 411512



http://www.swanagerailwaytrust.org.uk/appeals/index.htm
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North Yorkshire Moors Railway Pullman-style - By Peter Elson

THERE'S no point beating about the bush. Our family trip aboard North York Moors
Railway’s Moorlander Pullman Sunday lunch train was declared the highlight of an
Easter week holiday spent in Whitby.

And that’'s not just the verdict of an old Pullman nut like myself, but my wife and two
sons, Alex, 11 and James, 15.

My wife Valerie, not remotely afflicted by affection for anything rail-based, however, on
seeing the restored Grosmont station, with the Pullman train already marshalled,
gasped: “Isn’t it absolutely lovely!”

-

[ =]

James Elson, Stephen Wilkinson & Lucy prepare to board CAR No.79
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You are advised to arrive about 30 minutes early for the 12.50pm departure time.

Not only does this ensure a leisurely embarkation, but it gives you time to take in the
train and ambience.

On this occasion we were hauled by Stanier Black Five No 45212, a 1937 Armstrong
Whitworth machine built in Newcastle, which effortlessly hauled the train.

The station pilot was an 08 diesel shunter, built in Newton-le-Willows.

As we lived in Newcastle for seven years and now live in Rainhill, close to Newton,
this was clearly a good omen.

The NYMR play the scene in proper style. For all diners boarding, a short red carpet is
laid by the door of 1928 brake Car No 79, with a floral display alongside.

What struck me, apart from the exemplary condition in which the Pullman rake is
maintained is that the two cars we regard as modern Pullmans — 1960 Metro-Cammell
kitchen Robin and parlour Opal - are 47-years-old, now pushing their half century.
The classic Pullman brake Car No 79, looking just like the Hornby Dublo version of
old, has a number that matches its age. It will soon be celebrating the end of its eighth
decade in service (including time spent as a scrapyard canteen) in 2008.

Fate has decreed that these vehicles, with 173 years service between them, are still
fully performing the duties for which they were built, albeit at a stately 25mph for a
couple of days a week.

A tribute not only to their designers and builders, but also to the NYMR maintenance
crews who keep them running.

Alex and James Elson within car ROBIN
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None have strayed far from home: all were built for East Coast services passing
through York; No 79 for the Queen of Scots; Robin and Opal for the Yorkshire and
Tees-Tyne Pullmans. All three are Brummie-built by Metropolitan (later Metro-
Cammell) C&WCo, at Smethwick.

The interior of these cars is exemplary: Robin (in which we were seated) and Car No
79 appeared to be in fine fettle, with no obvious wear on the upholstery. No 79 is very
important to the train. It sets the classic, US-derived straight-sided Pullman tone in its
high-profile position at the train’s end, compared with the typical UK tumblehome of
the Metro cars, built, of course, after BR took total control of Pullman.

The interior contrast between cars No 79 and Robin/Opal is also striking and marks
the huge sea-change in postwar fashion. In spite of very similar interior dimensions,
No 79 is very upright, like a smart, panelled Edwardian mobile dining room. Its
marquetry features vases of flowers.

“'.: .. J [ . h |
CAR No.79 The view from the vestibule end of the large saloon leading to the
smaller saloon and reflected glass door giving access to the luggage and
Guards area.
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Robin is very horizontal, all low lines, with the influence of the rival airlines’ style highy
apparent. The original fitted décor is still in place, including the ivory- coloured, swan-
neck porcelain table lamps (working), the rich-coloured Rio rosewood bulwarks (very
handsome), light tan ceiling, beige leatherette wall panels and matt anodised
aluminium fittings.

Peter Elson stands beside the name panel of car ROBIN

The big internal change to these Metro-Cam first class cars came in 1967-8, dictated
by the accelerated timetable high-speed diesel haulage (demanding shorter trains)
and replacement of the 1928 brake coaches by BR Mk | full-brakes.

The two single rows of 1+1 traditional Pullman individual armchair seating was
deemed uneconomic and reconfigured in 1+1 and 2+2 rows, like the Derby-built LMR
MK Il Pullmans.

These airline-style seats can be individually-adjusted and are upholstered in an navy
blue with electric blue flashes-patterned moquette and blue curtains — all very much
the late ‘60s —early ‘70s BR first class corporate style.
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Interestingly, No 79’s varnished wood-clad Twyford toilet looks in excellent condition,
whereas Robin’s Warerite powder-blue toilet compartment appears very tired.

By booking two months early, I'd hoped we could secure seats in No 79, but this
simply wasn’t soon enough given the car’s popularity (the train attracts plenty of
repeat business). Apparently, to ensure your preferred car and date of choice, around
six months lead-in is needed.

However, we soon realised that being seated in Robin was not only very comfortable,
but being adjacent to the kitchen had practical benefits. Each of the four courses
arrived piping hot and at the double.

Attendants had to scurry along two half-carriage lengths and a corridor connection to
serve No 79’s passengers. Food is based around a high quality traditional “Yorkshire”
Sunday roast dinner.

- 1. -
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Lunch is served to Ben and Stephen Wilkinson within car ROBIN.

Not only did the attendants (male and female) work hard for hours serving the train’s
109 seats, including those in an BR Mk | first class dining car (named Jos de Crus),
but they all discharged their duties with charm, courtesy and just the right amount of
humour.

They were a real credit to the NYMR and all those staff of yesteryear who made
Pullman a by-word for the highest standards.
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Lucy, the two and a half-years-old daughter of our friends, the Wilkinsons, was
provided with a booked seat and served ad-hoc mini-portions — all free of charge, how
generous is that!

As | said, the afternoon more than satisfied our party who were not rail enthusiasts,
but wanted a high quality experience (which lasted almost four hours, with a 10 minute
leg-stretch at Pickering).

To me, this confirmed one of the great pleasures in life: eating excellent food in
Pullman comfort, watching glorious scenery roll by.

In conclusion, | think the Moorlander is not merely a fine rail experience, but one of the
outstanding tourist attractions in the north of England. It really is worth the patronage
of any Pullman enthusiast — and their doubting spouses.

* Cost: in comparison to other preserved steam lines’ lunchtime Pullman trains, the
NYMR’s Moorlander pricing is excellent value: £38 per adult, £36 per OAP and £33.50
per child (babies/toddlers free). Elsewhere you pay some £10-20 per person more.
Evening Pullman services are £45 per adult. All prices include travel, meal and VAT.
NYMR Pullman dining trains are weekend based, but some run Thursday evenings,
but the service varies, so timetable checking is essential.

Further details: 01751 412508; NYMR website, or email: info@nymr.co.uk



mailto:info@nymr.co.uk
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Pantry Talk.

From David L Austin.

Terry,

Some information for the PCS Archive Records.

Source: Locomotives At War by PM Kalla-Bishops. Bradford-Barton.

January 1943.

The 8th Company RE left Melbourne Military Railway to carry out track laying training
at Longmoor Military Railway.

The officers did a railway demolition exercise at the SR Meon Valley line, during which
Pullman cars were noted stored out of use at West Meon.

These were cars Cecilia, Penelope, Sappho, Octavia, Pauline, Geraldine,
Rosamund, Adrian and Argus.

CAN YOU HELP — Reply to the Editorial Address.

1. David Cooke — (Tasmania Australia) Brighton Belle.

| am in the process of trying to get specific drawings of the Brighton Belle cars to help
me complete and detail a set of the old Leeds model company O gauge sets.

| wish to finish and detail them to a higher standard than their basic finish.

Can you assist in pointing me to a source of scale drawings especially showing some
of the basic under floor detall

| am in contact with David Peacock of the Leeds Steadman Trust who has given me
all the detail on their basic layout but | feel they will look so much better with some
super detailing

Thank you in advance

2. Brian Kaye — Pullman Car Types.

Is there a list of Pullman car types and their differences i.e. K type, J type etc?
| have most of the books, but | don’t recall seeing a "type" list.
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Sheffield Railwayana Limited — Auction Realisations of Saturday June 16th.

LOTS 41-47: PULLMAN CAR ITEMS

41 - PULLMAN CAR BRASS TABLE LAMP in brass with a curved hexagonal base
and stem with decorations at the top of the stem. Clearly stamped “ORION”

at the electrical input. This was a kitchen car built by Birmingham Carriage & Wagon in
1951. Used principally on the ‘Golden Arrow’ service and rarely on

State visits and Royal specials. It continued in service until September 1972 and is in
preservation at Beer, near Seaton, Devon. Approx. 21" high with 6%%”

diameter base. Fitted with an original pink Perspex shade. The original electrical
wiring is still fitted along with a contemporary 3-pin plug. Lamp and shade

all in VGC.

Realisation at Auction £1,700.00
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42 - PULLMAN CAR WOODEN COUPEE PANEL in variously coloured cut wood
veneers to give a representation of a Greek urn which is surrounded by dyed green
holly and the finish is so redolent of the 1920s. Ex- car “Joan” or “Evadne” built in
1928. 66" x 19” the edges are basically ex-car, but the fascia has been professionally
French polished to a very high standard and VGC.

Realisation at Auction £520.00

43 - PULLMAN CAR high-backed PARLOUR CAR CHAIR of the type used in steam
hauled vehicles covered in replacement cloth moquette, the back

buttoned, a little frayed in one or two places and would benefit from reupholstering. In
good condition otherwise. 42” high, 30” deep and 28" wide.

Realisation at Auction £580.00
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44 - PULLMAN CAR LETTER “D” as applied to the outside of the cars on LNER and
SR trains to indicate seat reservations. Aluminium, 9” x 11” with bars to

fit into slots on the car side, the letter “D” painted in brown with gold edging on a
cream background. The name “Pullman” is clearly stamped into the front

and back. In good ex-car condition.

Realisation at Auction £300.00

45 - PULLMAN CAR BRASS TABLE LAMP in brass with a round base and stem with
decorations around the rim of the base and at the start of the stem.

Clearly stamped “TC34” at the electrical input. Third Class parlour car No. 34 was built
by Birmingham Carriage and Wagon in 1926 and used principally

on Southern (and occasionally on LNER services). It was ‘remodelled for the ‘Golden
Arrow’ service in 1951 and finally withdrawn from the ‘Bournemouth

Belle’ service in July 1967 and subsequently sold for scrap. Approx. 20" high with 6”
diameter base. Fitted with an original pink Perspex shade. Refitted for

operation at 240V AC (not tested). Lamp and shade all in VGC.

Realisation at Auction £1,950.00

46 - PULLMAN CARS one-quarter gill GLASS SPIRITS MEASURE the “Pullman”
crest clearly etched into the glass as is the measure “¥4 gill.” Conical, 4%” high with a
small spout at the side to assist pouring into a drinking glass. VGC.

Realisation at Auction £660.00
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47 - PULLMAN CAR high-backed PARLOUR CAR CHAIR of the type used in steam
hauled vehicles covered in replacement cloth moquette, a little frayed in

one or two places and would benefit from reupholstering. In good condition otherwise.
Reputedly from the car “PORTIA” which was a 12-wheel car built

by Birmingham C&W late 1920 for SE&CR. From contemporary sources it originally
had short leather covered seats of a completely different design, but it

seems more than likely that these were replaced in the 1950s with the design now on
offer. The car was withdrawn from service in 1961, and used as a

camping coach (now dismantled). 42" high, 30" deep and 28" wide.

Realisation at Auction £580.00

Sheffield Railwayana Limited - Postal Auction Realisation Monday June 25",

886 - PULLMAN CAR COMPANY published booklet “The Golden Way — Pullman
Resorts No.20

Folkestone”. Coloured pictorial paperback covers advertising “Abdulla” cigarettes.
84pp dated July 1938. Covers detached - Valued at £35.

Realisation at Auction £85.00
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Tail Lamp.

My thanks to those readers who have contributed to this edition.

Another mixed bag of Pullman material and all submitted by readers of this newsletter,
which makes my time in production more worthwhile.

The newsletter is only as good as the contributions the readers forward.

Why not share your Pullman trip or memories with others like yourself who enjoy
receipt of the newsletter.

Many thanks to those readers who took time to advise me of receipt of the two special
editions so far released

Again it makes the time spent in production well worthwhile. A further three special
editions will released by the Autumn.

The first of these will be published on Monday July 9".

And finally apologies for the late publication of this edition having just returned from
holiday gathering information for an article within the August edition.

The porter’s whistles are now calling to attention along the platform, as your attendant
closes the vestibule door on this edition, we will now get underway to publication.

Remember - “Information is for Sharing — Not gathering Dust”.

T.Bye July 4™ 2007.



